Blood utilisation in open heart surgery at Green Lane Hospital.
Blood utilization in 166 patients who underwent open heart surgery over a period of three months in 1980 at Green Lane Hospital has been surveyed. Over two-thirds of the operations were for coronary artery disease. For each hospitalized patient an average of 2.55 units of homologous blood were used. Including blood products, the total demand on the blood transfusion service was 3.55 donors/patient. Regular autologous transfusion of oxygenator blood post-bypass was a major factor in reducing blood usage. No blood was used in 23% of the bypass procedures and 13% of patients did not receive any homologous blood or blood products.